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+> FORTHCOMING DATES + 


Tuesday, 18 November to Saturday, 22 November 
Sunday, 23 November to Tuesday, 25 November 
Wednesday, 26 November 

Thursday, 27 November 

Thursday, 27 November 

Thursday, 27 November 

Sunday, 30 November 

Sunday, 30 November 

Monday, 1 December 

Tuesday, 2 and Wednesday, 3 December 
Thursday, 4 December 

Sunday, 7 to Wednesday, 10 December 
Thursday, 11 December 

Thursday, 11 December to Sunday, 14 December 
Sunday, 14 December 

Sunday, 14 December to Thursday, 18 December 
Sunday, 14 December to Thursday, 18 December 


Friday, 19 December to Saturday, 3 January 
Sunday, 4 January 
Sunday, 11 January 


Tuesday, 13 to Thursday, 15 January 
Wednesday, 14 to Monday, 19 January 
Wednesday, 14 to Wednesday, 21 January 
Wednesday, 4 and Thursday, 5 February 
Thursday, 5 February 

Sunday, 8 February 

Sunday, 8 February 

Sunday, 15 to Wednesday, 25 February 
Monday, 16 February 

Thursday, 26 February 


THIMUN Singapore - Model United Nations 
Secondary School Photographs 
Elementary School Winter Concert 

MYP and DP 1 and 2 reports issued 
Winter Souk 

End of TermI 

Start of Term II 

Secondary School Musical Concert 
Secondary School Winter Disco 

UAE National Day 

DIA holiday 

Arafat and Eid Al Adha 

DIA holiday 

HMUN Harvard - Model United Nations 
School resumes 

Week Without Walls - Year 7 to Year 11 
DP 1 and 2 internal assessment and training 
workshops 

Winter break 

School resumes 

Elementary School Professional Development Day 
(No classes Elementary School) 

KG1 to Year 6 Sports Day 

MYP Mid-Year Exams 

Year 12, DP 1 Mid-Year Exams 
Secondary Sports Days 

After School Activities Part 1 finish 
After School Activities Part 2 start 

DP 1 Reports issued 

DP 2 “Mock” Exams 

Year 11 Personal Project Exhibition 
Professional Development (No Classes) 
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+> IMPORTANT NOTES ON FORTHCOMING EVENTS + 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINTER CONCERT 

The annual Winter Concert will be held on Wednesday, 26 November in the Elementary Gym. All 
parents are invited to attend. Parents may choose which section of the programme they wish to 
see. There is a short pause between sections. Please do not leave during one of the programmes. 


8:15 am - 8:45 am K61 Three Little Snowmen Fat 
When Santa Got Stuck Up the Chimney 
Jingle Bells 


Eid Song 
We wish you a Merry Christmas 


Seeds 


9:00 am - 9:45 am What Does Peace Mean - Paulette Meier 
I want to be your Friend - Janet Channon 
Peace is like a Boomerang - Jim Rule 


German Singer Friedenslied - Thomas Hammer 


Year 2 Imagine - John Lennon 
To Love is Good - Kevin Stannard (JVW 2:28) 
DIA sing 2-4 Rock Around the Shops 
Turn Down the Lights 
Year 3 One World - Andy Meyers (JVW 2:27) 
Dreamer - Joyce Eilers Bacak (JVW 1:24) 
Years 1-3 Let There be Peace on Earth - 
Jill Jack-son and Sy Miller 


10:00 am - 10:45 am I have got Peace like a River - trad 
Ain't no Mountain High Enough - Nickolas Ashford 
and Valerie Simpson 
We are one - Joyce Johnson Rouse 
Harvest Peace - Alison Ledger 
Friends Forever - Margret Wood & 
Tan Blunsdon (JVW2:32) 
Happy Xmas (War is over) - John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono 
DIA sing 5-6 No Wars Will Stop Us Singing 
Make Someone Happy 
Joint 4-6 12 Days of Christmas 


MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME REPORTS, 27 NOVEMBER 

The first MYP report shall be issued to Year 7 - Year 11 students on 27 November which is the 
end of Term 1. The first term report is an Approaches to Learning (ATL) report which focuses on 
organisational and learning skills. There will also be subject criteria marks and subject MYP 
grades. The Term 2 and 3 reports are narrative reports, this means there will be teacher 
comments about the progress of your child. There are also subject criteria marks and subject 
MYP grades in these reports. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE OF CHANGES TO ACCESS TO EMIRATES HILLS 

Emaar have informed us that with effect from 1 December, 2008, they will no longer allow access 
through Emirates Hills to anyone except residents, visitors and approved contractors. We have 
been working with Emaar for some time now, but unfortunately have been unable to persuade them 
against this course of action. For further information regarding this decision, please contact: 
Mohd. Kaiser Azad 

Assistant Manager, Community Management 

EMAAR 

communities@emaar.ae Tel: 04 3615174 


DIA DESERT DANCE 2008, 1 DECEMBER 
The DIA Desert Dance 2008 is just over a week away. If you have not returned your consent 
form and brought a ticket yet, please do so. 


Just to reassure parents, this event has been in the planning process for several months now. The 
location, whilst a closely guarded secret, is an established ‘desert safari’ camp with full facilities. 
The 4x4 drivers are fully experienced and qualified professional drivers with suitably modified 
and equipped Land Cruisers, as you would expect on any desert safari. 


Teachers will be joining in the fun and keeping an eye on events - so far 22 teachers will be 
accompanying the students at their annual Winter Celebration. 


Buses will leave the front car park at 5:00 pm prompt and return to the school at 10:00 pm. 


Sorry, but parents cannot join us - this is for students only - maybe PADIA can organise a similar 
event for you! 


Please remember that we expect the same high standards of student behaviour at this off-site 
event as we do at any other school activity. Dress with respect. 
David Turner, Student Council Coordinator 


MUFTI DAY FOR MOVEMBER, 1 DECEMBER 2008 
Again this year, teachers at DIA in both the Elementary 
and Secondary are forgoing their handsome looks to grow 
a moustache for Movember. 


MUFTI FOR 
MOVEMBER 


On Monday 1 December, teachers and students 


This is an annual event held for the month of November. 
The male teachers at DIA are passionate about improving 
public awareness of issues directly related to men's health, 


at DIA can celebrate our first ‘Mufti for 


Movember Day, by coming in school-appropriate 


and two issues that are not openly discussed - prostate 
cancer and depression in men. 


I'd personally appreciate it if all male (and female) parents 
could contribute financially to these two worthwhile 
causes, by sending a donation in an envelope with your child 
to school on 1 December. On this day students are invited 
to come in free-dress to celebrate our first ‘Mufti for 
Movember’ day. 


free dress, and donating money for the privilege 


The class that donates the most money will get 
to decide which teacher's moustache they shave 


during their lunch break 


All donations will go towards the DIA Movember 
Team's fundraising for the Movember 


organisation, in support of men’s health 


MOVEMBER.COM 


Money raised will go towards prostate cancer research and organisations such as Beyond Blue 


which help deal with depression in men. 
Matt Greening, DIA Movember Captain 
www.movember.com 
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MYP "WEEK WITHOUT WALLS" AND DP SUNDAY 14 - THURSDAY 18 DECEMBER 
Arrangements are nearing completion for the MYP "Week Without Walls" trips abroad and the 
Dubai-based trips and activities for MYP students, as well as for those remaining in school. 

MYP students who remain in school during the period will attend lessons and workshops in six 
subject areas. 

DP students will do, or prepare for, Internal Assessments and Presentations, attend lessons, 
workshops and very focused training sessions to develop examination-related skills. 

The week will no doubt be highly productive for all, and we wish students well and thank parents 
for their continued support. 


SECONDARY SCHOOL ASSESSMENT, EXAMINATIONS, REPORTS AND PARENT/TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 

To ensure that students and parents understand how the various phases of assessment and 
reporting are scheduled, in order to support students in their learning to maximum effect, it 
should prove helpful to outline the stages to follow over the next few months: 


Reports issued on 27 November, reflecting criteria and an MYP grade, based on work since 
the beginning of September; 
Exams/assessments Wednesday, 14 to Monday, 19 January, 2009 will assess some criteria, 
but not the full range; 
Following careful review, if any students are "At Risk", parents will be informed and 
invited in for conferences and the shaping of strategies for improvement; 
After about another 6 weeks of work and assessment, full MYP Reports, with 
comments, will be issued on Thursday, 19 March. 
DP 1, Year 12: 

e First Term Reports issued Thursday, 27 November - grades only, no comments; 

e Mid-Year Examinations Wednesday, 14 to Wednesday, 21 January 2009, followed by full 
Reports, with comments, issued Sunday, 8 February: 
Wednesday, 25 and Thursday, 26 March - P/T Conferences to evaluate progress since 
Reports, and set targets in preparation for End-of- Year Examinations. 

DP 2, Year 13: 

e First Term Reports issued 27 November - full, with comments; 

e Sunday, 15 to Wednesday, 25 February: "Mock" or trial Examinations. Same papers and 
length as finals in May; 
Wednesday, 11 March: DP 2 full "Mock" Exam Reports issued, with comments; 
Thursday, 12 March: DP 2 P/T Conferences. Evaluate progress, set targets for final exams 
in May. 


Best wishes to students. 
David Impey, Secondary School Principal 


BOOKS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES WRITTEN IN OTHER LANGUAGES 

If you are travelling to other parts of the world during the upcoming winter break, and happen to 
be browsing books from these countries, you may like to bring some back to be included in the 
DIA library. It does not matter if these books are written in another language, as it adds to the 
richness of our collection, and provides students with opportunities to read books in their own 
languages, and share these books with their peers. Any books that are donated to DIA will be 
acknowledged with a note included in the book that will document the name of donor and date of 
donation. Your contributions would be very warmly received. 

Alison Besselaar, PYP Coordinator/Deputy Principal 
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+ RECENT HAPPENING > 


PARENT INFORMATION SESSION, 16 NOVEMBER 

On 16 November an information session was held with the topic being Assessment and Reporting. 
25 people were in attendance. Part of the session involved the audience completing a K, W,L 
chart - what I know, what I would like to know and what I have learned. Participants also 
completed an assessment of the session. The session covered the following areas: Assessement 
- pre assessment, formative assessment and summative and the various tools that teachers use to 
conduct these assessments. The reporting section of the presentation looked at: student 
portfolios, parent/teacher conferences, 3-way conferences and student-led conferences. Please 
check future Dialogues for upcoming sessions. The next session will be about ‘Inquiry’ and how 
this is done in classrooms. 

Some of the feedback received in the What I Learned section of the KWL: 


e Feel that I got a better understanding of the process and how assessment is intrinsically 
linked to the learning journey 
Empowering students and allowing them to have control of their learning journey 
Inbuilt accountability and responsibility of students for their own learning 
Assessment is on-going throughout the year 
I have learned that DIA has many ways of assessing students. DIA also has different 
ways to report/to show what my child has learned 
A good way to know what my child has learned is to ask questions 
I learned about the way teachers assess the students. I learned about reporting, 
formative and summative assessment. I also understand the 3-way conference, the 
student /teacher conference and the parent teacher conference 


Thank you to all who attended and who were enthusiastic participants in this session. 
Alison Besselaar, PYP Coordinator/Deputy Principal 


YEAR 3 MK ASSEMBLY, 12 NOVEMBER 

Year 3 MK had their first assembly on 12 November. They 
were clever communicators as they shared their inquiry about 
the signs and symbols they had seen in their countries and 
during their travels. Good Risk Takers 3 MK! 


YEAR 12 AND YEAR 13 ART TRIP, 10 NOVEMBER 

On Monday, 10 November, Year 12 and Year 13 Visual Art Diploma students had the 

amazing opportunity to visit an exhibition of Art work by well known British artist, Michael Calver; 
the artist himself was present at the Gallery and made himself available to the students. 


Michael Claver worked with small groups of students talking about the effects of colour and lines. 
The students gained an immense personal insight into his work. At the end of the session he 
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welcomed a very diverse range of questions including “Can I make money being an artist? As my 
mum says I can't!!" to “What is your starting point?” 
Eleanor Scarr and Marianne O'Connell, Art Department 


3-WAY CONFERENCES, 5 - 6 NOVEMBER, 2008 


Once again 3-way conferences were enjoyed and appreciated by parents/students and teachers. 
It was a pleasure to observe students sharing their knowledge and understanding in some very 
creative ways and obviously taking a lot of pride in their work. The above photos show students, 
parents and teachers demonstrating elements of the learning profile including: risk-takers, 
communicators and knowledgeable. The attitudes that they displayed were: confidence; 
creativity: enthusiasm; independence and respect. Well done to everyone for sharing the joys of 
a child's learning experiences. 

Alison Besselaar. PYP Coordinator/Deputy Principal 


FROM THE DIPLOMA CORNER 

INTERACTIVE INFORMATION EVENING FOR DP PARENTS, 2 NOVEMBER 

At Dubai International Academy education does not begin and end with the student. The learning 
process encompasses parents and society. 


With this in mind, the parents of our Diploma 
students were invited to an informal, interactive 
information evening on 2 November. The 
presentation covered the essential aspects of the 
Diploma Programme and involved the parents in a 
process that gave them a taste and understanding of 
the lives of their children as IB Diploma students. 


The evening focussed on parental involvement in 

their children's lives. It called for a _ balanced 

approach to parenting and a call for awareness of the demands of such a programme. It was 
emphasised that in today's world, children are expected to multi-task in a variety of ways. 


The evening's programme was led by the DP Consultant to DIA, Mrs. Pratibha Rao. Various aspects 
of the Programme were illustrated through role play, and informative presentations, which 
involved the DP Staff, students and parents. 


On 9 November, during the Staff Professional Development Day, the Diploma teachers were given 
further training in the core elements of the Diploma Programme (Extended Essay, Theory of 
Knowledge and CAS), the sessions were led by Mrs. Rao. 


Currently some of our DP teachers are doing Online training courses conducted by the IB, in the 
marking of Internal Assessments and Extended Essays in different subjects. 
Sunita Dias, IB Diploma Coordinator 
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YEAR 3AD IN ACTION DURING OUR UNIT OF INQUIRY “THE UNSPOKEN MESSAGE" 


Team work 


Communicating 
Let's learn how to sign 


Peer editing 


Contributing to the 
Million Book Challenge 


IBDP - BIOLOGICAL PRESPECTIVE, PSYCHOLOGY - YEAR 12 
BRAIN DISSECTIONS 
Studying the Biological Perspective in Psychology means 
understanding the physiology of the brain. Year 12 IB 
Psychology 1 students performed dissections on sheep brains in 
order to view the anatomy of the brain and identify, define and 
explain the functions of certain parts of the brain. 


The class was able to identify: 

e Frontal Lobe, Temporal Lobe, Occipital lobe 
e Brain Stem 

¢ Corpus callosum 

e Cortex 

e Pituitary and Pineal Gland 


e Medulla, Pons and midbrain 
/ 


A “cutting” time was had by all, and the psychology students enjoyed their experience and can 
apply what they have seen to the learning of this perspective. 


Thanks to Mr. Evans, Ms. Seema and Ms. Harpreet from the Biology Department. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PINJA VILJAHARJU, YEAR 9C 

Recently one of our students in Year 9 travelled all the way to Finland to compete in the national 
swimming championships. She was placed 9™ in the 200m butterfly, 40™ in the 200m freestyle, 
24" in the 100m fly and 30" in the 200m Medley. This is a great achievement because there were 
more than 100 swimmers in this age group in each event, and 5000 in total in the competition. The 
16 best swimmers in each event and age group are placed into the finals which are happening on 
the 12 to 14 December, in Finland, and Pinja will be travelling back to Finland to race in the 200m 
fly. 

R: How long have you been swimming? 

P: About 7 years now. 

R: How many times a week do you swim? 

P: 9 mostly, sometimes 8. 

R: What are your favorite races? 

P: My favorite races are 200 fly, 100 fly, 100 free and 50 free 

R: How did you do in the national age group championships? 

P: Pretty well. I got personal best times in all of my races and got into the finals in my 200 fly, in 
which I got an 18 second PB (personal best) 

R: What is your target until the finals? 

P: To train hard and concentrate on my technique, especially in fly. 

R: What are your aims and goals for the future? 

P: To train hard, and see how far I can get... you never know? 

By: Rebecca Suomi Year 9A and Pinja Viljaharju, Year 9C 


ASC@DIA 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE AT DIA 

Our After Care Programme is going very well. The children have thoroughly enjoyed their time 
from 1.30 pm - 2.30 pm relaxing after school, playing with new and existing friends and 
participating in different art and physical activities. 


A few things we have had fun doing over the past month include: 


Ball Games — 

Obstacle Courses | 

Treasure Hunts 

Dress-up ; 

Board Games ,. 

Arts and Crafts 

Cooking and 
Stories 


If you are interested in putting your child in the DIA After School Care Programme, please speak 
to either: 
Sonal Radia KG1 (050 458 8308) or Claire Raffray KG1 (050 352 0053) 
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+ sports UPDATES + 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SOCCER, 16 NOVEMBER 
On Sunday, 16 November 2008, our Year 5 and 


Year 6 played against JESS School at DIA. 
Year 6 team lost 1-0 
Year 5 team lost 4 - 3 


But well done to both teams for their effort! 


Abdul Basset - Boys Soccer Coach 


FANTASTIC SEASON FOR THE GIRLS U14 


FOOTBALL TEAM 


Congratulations to DIA girls U14 football team 
who finished a well deserved 1° in the DCC league. 
The girls describe themselves as ‘undefeatable’, 
winning 4 out of 4 games. Final scores included 
DAA 5-3, AAG 1-0, UAS 3-1 and ASD 4-0. 
Throughout the season the girls showed 
tremendous spirit and flexibility, adapting to 
various positions on the field and above all else 
always playing as a team. Well done to all 13 girls 
involved. 


+> sports FIXTURES +> 


Sunday, 11 January, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Sunday, 11 January, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday, 12 January, 3:30 pm - 12:00 am 
Monday, 12 January, 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Tuesday, 20 January, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Tuesday, 20 January, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, 21 January, 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Wednesday, 21 January, 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Sunday, 25 January, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Sunday, 25 January, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, 28 January, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Wednesday, 28 January, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Saturday, 31 January, All Day 


COMMENT AND FEEDBACK 


JV U 16 Girls DIA vs ASD Basketball © DIA 
JV U 16 Boys DIA vs ASD Basketball @ DIA 
V U 18 Girls DIA vs ASD Basketball @ ASD 
V U 18 Boys DIA vs ASD Basketball @ ASD 
V U 18 Girls DIA vs UAS Basketball @ UAS 
V U 18 Boys DIA vs UAS Basketball @ UAS 
JV U 16 Girls DIA vs UAS Basketball @ DIA 
JV U 16 Boys DIA vs UAS Basketball @ DIA 
U 14 Girls DIA vs ASD Basketball @ DIA 

J 14 Boys DIA vs ASD Basketball @ DIA 

U 14 Girls DIA vs UAS Basketball @ DIA 

U 14 Boys DIA vs UAS Basketball @ DIA 
DCC Cross Country @ DIA (Mushrif Park) 


If you would like to comment or give feedback on any aspect of what is offered by Dubai 


International 


Academy, please do so at your convenience, using the e-mail 


address 


diafeedback@diadubai.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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